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REVIEVV 


Ode Gh Gehas 


St AT E 


Ot HE 


BriTiIsH NATION. 


Saturday, November 15. 1707, 


N difcourfing-of our Loffes and Dif- 
afters in-my Jaft Paper, I told you of 
. anew Enemy tifen up againft us; but 
before I enter too fer intoit, give me Leave 
‘alittle to paraphrafe upon the thing; I told 
you, that our Higb-Flying Gentlemen falling 
into a Fitof Religion, begin to cant as well 
as their Neighbours, and tell us, that Hea 
ven fights againft us, that GOD has forfa- 
ken us, tbat he vifibly declares War with us, 
blafts all our Enterprizes, and fucceeds all 
our Enemies, and the like—-.And did not 
two things taint their Do&rine with the vi- 
fible Marks of a falfe Prophecy, 1 fhould let 
them go on, if they pleas’d ; burit is appa- 
rent to me, the Delufion is of the Devil, 
and to ferve his Intereft. 

1. Becaufe the Reafons, they affign, are 
fuch as we know are inconfifient with the 
Nature of GOD’s Providence, and contra- 
ry to the univerfal Courfe of his Judgments 


in the World—Viz That it is for our car- 
ry ing on an unjuff War, and eur difpofef- 
fing unjuftly the right Line,as they call it, of 
our Kings—Both which being put iato true, 
native, undiffembled Engitfh; ought to. be 
call’d fighting againft Idolatry and Oppref- 
fion in the World, and depofing Tyranny at 
Homes which are things fo plainly agree- 
able to the ufugl Method of Providence im 
the Government of the World, and fo vif 
bly has the Hand of that Providence a&ed 
and-appear’d in all the Steps of it, that ‘to 
fay thefe are the Reafons of GOD’s feeming 
to lay his Hand upon us, is to fay, he aéts 
againft himfelf, and is puHing down his own 
Kingdom inthe World, which would be 
horrid Blafphemy to fuggeft. 
2. Becaufe thefe Génclemen fay this from 
a wicked’ Principle, and-preach to us 
of the Judgment ,of GOD, © not in order 
to make us, like Chriftians, apply to Hea- 
ven 
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ven by Repentance and Humillation, like 
Nimeveb, but that we might defpair, and 
run into afl Maoner of Diftra@ions, in ot 
der to be ruin’d and compleatly deftroy’d. 
But after all, it is in it felf a afeful Confi- 
deration, that it bas not pleas’é GOD to 
giveus this Year the Succeefs wa have had ; 
He hae pot (eem'd to go out with our Ar- 
mies, and appear with om Navies, 
as he has formerly dotte; He has fot 
dle(s’'d usin our going out and in our com- 
iog in, our Basket aad our Steee, maranidg 
our Commerce, ashe has formerly done— 
And what have weto learn from this? In- 
deed to® mamy things tot me to teach yom 
and perhaps what you wil difdain to har 
from fo. rieama Hand, nor do I doubt of re 
fame Return, alike defpicable Teacher met 
with in the Gofpel, Thon waft altogether 
born in Sin, and doft thou teach us 2 9- Fobs 
342 No, Gentlemen, I will not teach you 
at al), I wil but-put you in Mind, what you 
have been taught already ———Anal 1’ fend 
you to ewo Schaol-mafters for your ‘Teath- 
ing, the Samptere, and the King of France. 
Tonumerabie Texts correét us from the 
infallible Jaftru@or, and tellus, that.we 
aeither behave in our Pro‘perity or im Our 
Adrerfity, like a People that expe@ed their 
Succefs from Heavens in Profperity how ex- 
ia A how !— With Sac- 
cefshow puffed up, how facrifizing te our 
Sword aad our Bow, how idolizing Iaftru- 
prcvts, snd ing our Maker! 
hh. our és and perplexing Difficul- 
ties, how are our Eyes fix’d upon the Mif- 
eaerfage of Ioftruments, as if the whole 
Weight of our Loffes depended upot tHe 
Vi@any of Traytors ! —Haveyou Traytors, 
have you Spyeg, have you corrupted A pents 
among you ? Has French Money touch’d the 
Hands, and tainted the Hearts ef any of 
pai ae Qnes ; bring them out with the 
Priefts of S247. and let chem be new'd in 
Laon before the Lord, make a Sacti- 
ce to the People of the wicked Mftru- 
ments, Bat pray, Gentlenten, do not reft 
there. Can Traytors fell you, can Fools un- 
do you, can falfe Friends betray you, can 
Cowards difhearten you, and the permit- 
ting Judgment of Heaven not be concern’d 
in it? Can this Bvil be inthe City, and the 
Lord has not done it? Decieve- your felves 
as you pleafe, and raila¢ Traytors, and a 


mong them, call your beft Friends fo, as 
you never fail to do, but be affur'd this 
thing is of GOD—And if you won’t {ce it, 
you muft be blind, and goon till you come 
to the Pit; GOD grant you may opes 
your Eyes, before you fall in. 

Ihave often obfery’d, that Adamand Eve, 
two People I fuppofe, thofe few of you that 
trouble your Heads atout the Bible may 
have heard of, werea very loving agree- 
able Couple, and if you will believe Mr. 
Mslrom, pad the Perfection of Conjugal 
Love towards one another— But as foon as 
ever they finn’d, they fell out; and juft fo 
it is among Bs, as foonaséver we fall into 
Miftakes, asd Mi(chiefs fallow as naturally, 
they will immediately fal} cogether by the 
Ears, and fly one atanother ; this is long 
of you Knave, and this of you Knave— 
But who looks up, and fays, this is long of 
all of us? 

As to Mifmanagements of perfons aad In- 
ftramests, GOD forbid, [ thovid piead for 
the \eaft Offender; nay, ifa Maa hed 
fervd as sg Imes, and fold us the 20tb, 
according to our old Eogtifh Mode of Friend- 
foip, 1am in this Cafe for forgetting the 19 
good Turns, and bet him be hang’d for 
mithng the left Onem= Wor that J ju/tific the 
Prafice meitber, the Meaning is plain; but 
fet ws tome ‘o Parttemtars according to the 
Text, inthe Time of Adverfty confider, and 
let me lead you by the Hand ta fone Cafes, 
in which the vifible Hand of GOD’s Pro- 
videace has been ba us, in which the 
moft quatrélfeme, froward Temper in the 
World cannot fay, thisor that Mifcarriage 
has been the Occafion of it. ar this or that 
great Man has not done his Daly ; but mere 
abftra&ed Providence has dohe the Work, 
and told you, howeverhe bas affifted us in 
other Cafes, that for afl this his Anger is 
not turned away, byt his Hand is ftretched 
out fill; and if you will not fee ic, you 
muft fet it alone. 

L could go farcher back with you,. but Il 
begin at the great Storm, the like of which 
has not been paralell’d in thefe Parts of the 
World, and it would be endlef& to repeat 
the Ciccumftance’ of it, its Violence, its 
Duration, ¢he Ruin ft brought upon us by 
Land, and particularly by Sea, and more 
Particularly upon che Navy 3 a Particular 
of which -has been pristed. at large. 


I 


I might put the Barbadoes Merchants in 
mind of their Succefs in three Years toge- 
ther ; ‘once with the Hurricane there, the 
fecond Year -by the Enemies, coming home, 
being {eparated by bad Weather from their 
Convoys, and the third Year by a dreadful 
Storm upon them in the Sound at Plymouth. 
Tn all thefe they can talk of no Mifmanage- 
ment, other than what had provoked Hea- 
ven to take their Punifhment into his own 
Hard. 

But F come nearer the prefent Day of 
our Complalat— And firft, pray, Geotle- 
meno, who can you accufe for locking you up 
four Months the laft Year, when your Ar- 
my was fhip’d, and putting a] Nolxmus or 
Prohibition from Heaven upon our pnrpofed 
DBefcent into France— 1 never heard, any 
had the Face to reproach the Admira}, for 
not making the Wind blow, or to fay, 
our Defign was betray’d to the French King, 
and he had Wind bound us, till the Seafon 
cwas over; I have feen no Mifmanagement 
charged upon our Navy-Officereither, for 
not direéting fuch Ships to be built, as might 
be fit for fuch Expeditions, and {ail with- 
out or againit the Wind, and go to Sea, 
whether GOD Almighty would or no— 
All our Murmurs were filenc’d on this Head, 
and no Man can call it any thing but Di- 
gitus Det. 

Agaia, come we to Flanders, who will you 
charge itupen ? That the continual Rains 
of the wetteft Summer, that has been for 
thefe 20 Years, protected the Enemy from 
your Attacks, made it impofhble for us to 
follow them, or-to form our Troops for a 
Battle; when Opportunities feem’d other- 
wife to offer themfelves : Let the Accufers 
of their Brethren ftand forth now, and let 
vs fee them impeach the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, that he did not like his Brother Ge- 
neral, the brave Folhua, command the 
Clouds tohold up, or the Rain not to de- 
{cend, while the Slaughter of thofe French 
Amorites wasover! And was it the French 
General that brought thefe Rains down 
for their Prote@ion, to make the Country 
impraéticable, and the Rivers unpaflable ; 
where will our continual Murmurets fix 
their clamorous Argument, and who wifl 
they challenge for this ? 

Again, Gentlemen, who drove the Dutch 
and Hamborough Fleet from the Texel into 
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the Mouths of the French, -add ftranded 
them upon their Bnemi¢es Shoar?. Who 
made them feek ‘to be taken into: Neupore, 
Dunkirk and Calais, for Bearof Death by. the 
Tempeft ? This was no Mifimanagement I 
am fure, nor-were any -of che Statefnen at 
mong the Duséb an{werable for this Difafter. 

What can be:faid for the Rufis Fleet, 
would any Body imagine they fhould not 
be fafé, whea 16 Men of War had {een 
them fafe to che North-Cape, or whuld ~you 
not have call’d ic Nonfence to have [ent a 
Squadron of Exglifo.Men of War te Arcb- 
Angel ? If kaemies lie where no Bnemies 
ever lay before, and wheré na. Men: could 
have expeétedthem, Will any Man call ghis 
Mifmanagement, or blame Condué for.it? 

To go on, we are now come to-the Fleet 
from-the Streights; who {plit onr Admiral 
upen the Rocks, and who drove the Fleet 
out of their Knowledge ?- What: Fate has- 
ried a thoufand brave Fellows to their. aft 
Moment, and at one Shock dagh’d them in- 
to Eternity ? All'thefe chings are out of the 
Reach of Mifmanagement. 

Shall we come on Shore, and enquire, 
who blafted the Froits of the Earth, and 
ruin’d your Summer Corn? Who burnt u 
the Grafs, and. gave youa Dearth of Food 
for the Cattle, the Effe&s of which ig felt in 
the Countries, and in your Purfes-in the 
City, ‘tho’farfeited with Plenty,:: you. are 
infenfible of the Hand ? Isitnot he that can 
curfe your Bleffings, and when he pleafes, 
fend Leannefs into your Bones ? 

Thus far now Fam very fure, the Hand 
of Providence has been fingly employ’d 
upon us, and the Agency of Man is perfegt- 
ly uncenceran’d 5 nto Room is left here for 
your Murmurs and Clamours, nor can you 
blame any Body, you dare mention here. 
Where are youthen, you Sons of Difcone 
tent, that are always crying out, Treafon, 
Treafon 5 banning and railing at Inftruments, 
and have too much Paffion einploy’d in yogr 
Refentment, to give you Time to look up 
to that Invifible Hand that afttifs you, and 
much lefs to the Caufes-for which he does 
it? 

If your Mifcarriages are from Man, let 
Man be call’d toan Account for them, and 
let Juftice be feen unbia(s’d and uabound- 
ed, Currat Lex; but have a Care, Gentle- 
men, of doing by your Loffes, as you do by 

your 
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pour ViRtories, put them al -to the Ac- 
‘count of Man’: It has mot been the Arm of, 


chaps you are fed fo plainly to it: in the 
yy abe you edhe fee it in the 


Piefh that has punifhed you any more than Jaft—I fhall fend you to France for loftrpe 


it was that which has profper’d you, and 


Gion in this Affair in my next. 


MiscELLANEA. 


Hie we are generally mourning and 
mortify’d -at the unhappy Lols of 
Sir Clondfly Sbovell, I find, generally {peak- 
ing, the Difcourfe always ends ia this pub- 
Mie Queftion; Well, be is gone, and it is 
a very fad Piece of News, but who will be 
oarnew Admiral, who will facceed him? 
And then the Coffee- Honfe Politicians (pead 
thelr Extracrdénaries, aad read Le@ures 
pon the feveral Competitors, and divided 
they are immediately like the reft of the 
World, aad every Man has his Party to 
vote for him; according to the little Pertion 
jhe has of Politick Kaowledge 3 and the Que- 
ftion has been fo often put to me, that I 
fee na better Place to anfwer it than kere. 
—andé my Anfwer will be not fo much who 
‘Shall be the Man, as who every Body de- 
‘Fires td have in it. 

1 kaow, Pirft, it fhall be who her Maje 
‘fty pleafess and! da not fay that to inform 
wry Body, batto bint to you, shat the AViE 
Bonn. of Her Majefty’s Choice appear’d fo 
Widly in the Choice of Sir Ciemdffy, char 
we havea great Deal of Reafor to délieve, 
by thal be well direéted naw. 

‘Pwo things em to me to be the general 
Defite of al good. Men: Fick, shat the 
Wha ehofer be a Mati of trne Naval Bxpe- 
fence and try’d Condv@— It bas been 2 
“old Compstat agciah out Naval Manag 
“ment, and mort fo ofold than Jately, of ap- 
fart, igeorancand, infuflicient Felows, be- 
ine tro with ote Men ef Ware. Whofe 
Wnt of Hxperience made them. contempti- 
‘Ble; even tothe very fore mit Men, avd 
whot Tofolence aod Pride, she sonfawt Ac- 
vomphifhmests of 4 Novitey made them ia 
tollgrable, : 

Bit Cloud sty had this Part toevery.Man’s 
Bakistadtion } he was born for the Sea, bred 
tipon' fe, and dy'dim icy he was brave, 
young, and fedate old, he was ancient: in 
Wiperience, aad untainted in the Repu, 


tation of hisCondu@. Imake no Compa: 
rifons, nor fall ¥ diminifh the Chaca@ers of 
any that may fucceed him—Buc I dare fay,. 
let him be who he wil, it he purfues his 
Steps, he never icflens his Reput. ti o- 

I confefs, ’tis not a (mal Marie: co fol- 
low fuch a General, and be chat fucceeds 
Sir Cloudfly, has fometbing more tb cheque 
bis Vaaicy, thad another Man would have 
Has the next Admiral bi» Courage, bis Ho- 
nefty, his Courcefie, his Experience, his 
Fidelity to the QUEEN, and his Seace of 
Brisein's Interefi? | care not one Farthing, 
what his Name is, or whether he has a 
Name, or no. 

The fecond Thing, I fay is defis’d, is, 
Oh tbat it may be a {peedy Choice 3 that 
Parties, Cabais, and Vying of Isterefs for 
this or that, may not at this Jun@ure al- 
At that. wicked, degenerate, wretched 
Race, who flatter themfelves with fabvert- 
deg ugat laf, by forming us into feparate 


Jatereftsand emulating Parties— The Pro. 


fpe& of their Defigs, and teo much of their 
Succefs moves me to be very earveft ia this 
Matter—A (addain quick Nomination would 
utan.End to. the Ambitlea, aod puthing 
the. Competitors one egainft another, 
uftering Friends, forming their Interefls, 
ch haye -beea too often the the Begin- 
of Faction, Pique and Prejudices,which 
en foon created, but long and 
in.ddper(ing again; which Method of aQ- 
ing in Squadrens agajoft one another, has 
always been fatal to chepublick Good. 
A094 Admiral thea, and foun nam4d, 
ig the Sum of, the Matter; Heaven guide 
Het M:jeity £0 the Mao—Aod Ict our Na- 
Val Management be rally’d and reproached 
a8 Much as they pleafe, and mok by, tho 
hat.underfand it kaf—We have fouad oar 
aptains and Sea- Officers have difcharg’d 
their Part better within shele raree Years 
paft, than for tea Years before. 


MDCCVIL 


